
Fellowship Baptist Church, January 4, 2015—PM 

Message: “Barren or Fruitful”-- II Peter 1:3-11 (Text: v. 8) 
 
INTRODUCTION: Verses 8 and 9 present a contrast:  full knowledge or blind; fruitful or 
barren.  “Full knowledge” is full recognition of Christ.  As Christians we are to be growing 
in our knowledge of Christ.  John 15 states that if we are to bring forth fruit we must 
abide in the vine (John 15:4-5).  We are to produce fruit for God.  Fruit is produced when 
we do what we are supposed to do.   Trees produce fruit by their nature.  Trees in order 
to produce fruit must be cared for and nurtured (fertilized, pruned, sprayed, etc.).  Peter 
tells us what we need to do in order to be fruitful (v.8).  
 
I.  God has given us all we need to be fruitful.—v. 3 
 A.  He has given us all that is needed to be Godly.—v. 3 
 B.  Promises so we can be partakers of His nature. 
 C.  We have escaped the corruption in the world. 
  1.  He prunes away the dead wood.—John 15. 
  2.  He inspects our life and convicts us of sin.  
  3.  He cleanses us from all sin. 
 
II.  We are to work at living for God.—v. 5-7 
 A.  Work hard at living for God.—“giving all diligence” 
 B.  We are to add 7 spiritual qualities to our faith. 
  1.  Virtue: Properly, manliness, excellence 
  2.  Knowledge—Eph. 5:17; II Peter 3:18. 

  3.  Temperance: self-control. 

   a.  It is a fruit of the spirit.—Gal. 5:23 

   b.  The example of an athlete.—I Cor. 9:25 

  4.  Patience: cheerful endurance—James 5:7-11 

  5.  Godliness: piety or holiness—I Peter 1:14-15 

  6.  Brotherly kindness: Love for the people of God.—John 13:34-35 

  7.  Charity: Love for others—I Cor. 13 
 
III.  The results of living for God—v. 8-11 
 A.  Fruit produced for God.—v. 8 
      (Not to live for God is to be spiritually near sighted.—v. 9) 
 B.  Fruit gives proof of salvation.—v. 10 
 C.  Fruit assures us of rewards in heaven.—v. 11 
 
CONCLUSION:  We are to be diligent in our service for God.  We are to work out ou 
salvation.  We must put forth effort to live for God. 


